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From the Pastor
By Pastor Rebecca Borke

Dear First Wausau Family of Faith,

I become excited for the bitter cold and dark days of winter to be over.
Warmer days and sightings of robins and bulbs poking through the
ground bring me great joy. However, I have learned that spring in the
north is very indecisive, especially when many inches of heavy, albeit
beautiful, snow fall. It exhausts me physically as I shovel, and it tires me
emotionally as I learn to patiently wait for consistently warm and sunny
days.

Lent is a church season that has some parallels to the uncertain days of
spring. We sense the warmth of God’s love rising in our hearts, and the
next moment, we may feel troubled and tested. Faith is like that - both
challenging and comforting. When the celebration of Christ’s resurrection
comes on Easter morning, and we are reassured that God holds the
victory over evil and even death, there will still be battles and grief we
face.

Lent and Easter are more meaningful when we connect as a congregation.
In addition to Sunday morning worship services, I encourage you to
attend a special Holy Thursday experience on April 17 at 7:00 p.m. We will
be seated at round tables and enjoy a “Service for All the Senses.” A plate
of items to taste and smell will be prepared for each person. Please RSVP
to help us plan.

We will be holding a Good Friday service on April 18 at 7 pm with our
siblings in faith at Wesley UMC this year, as we alternate churches each
year. We do not have a Holy Saturday service, but we are eager to see
everyone come to celebrate Resurrection Sunday on April 20 at 8 am or 10
am.

With a Warmed Heart,

Pastor Rebecca

It's An Experience

April 2025

I love the way Pastor Rick Calhoun has talks about
Easter and the resurrection. He writes:

“The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was
never meant to be proved but experienced. As a matter
of fact it cannot be proved, as no one of us was there.
We have to take the word of others who were. Those
early witnesses were very passionate about their testi-
monies. Many were to be martyred in defense of their
convictions. But ultimately the resurrection is to be
experienced not proved. The most convincing evidence
of the Resurrection of Christ is the transformation of
the people who know Jesus and believe in Him. I decid-
ed long ago, the only proof of Easter I will ever need is
memory. | remember what my life was like before I met
the living Christ and I know what my life is now, as I
share it with Him. I would not stand here and tell you I
am always the man I should be. But thanks to the living
Christ, I am not the man I used to be either. The risen
Jesus Christ has made all the difference.”

Christ living within us does make all the difference. And
so we come this Easter Sunday to celebrate the love
and grace we have experienced all because Jesus Christ
is alive!

~ Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist
Foundation
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

Our next meeting is April 22nd at 10:00am.

Save the Date
Foundation Stewardship Conference at Pine Lake
August 8 -9, 2025

Help for the Stewardship Team

Alternative Ways of Giving

How much do you feel called to return to God to say
“thank you” for the blessings you've received? In re-
viewing your finances and taxes for the year ahead, we
invite you to consider the following creative options
for meeting your charitable giving goals.

Prayer shawls are available to the congregation both in
the narthex and parlor of the church. Please avail
yourselves of this ministry for comfort in cases of
illness, grief, and loss, or for celebrations such as:
baptisms, confirmations, graduations, and marriage.

First Wausau

Sdavvy Seniers

Savvy Seniors will meet on Monday, April 7th at
11:30am at El Mezcal. This is a social group open to
singles & couples over 55. We would love to have you
join us! Questions? Call Vicki 715-571-3009.
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For the families of those recently passed:
* Lynn Toivonen - passed on 2/3/25
® Gary Arneson - passed on 2/25/25
® Dale Langbehn - passed on 3/6/25

A grief counseling group is available for those in need
of spiritual /emotional support during difficult times of
grieving. This group takes place on an as needed basis.
Contact the church office or Julie Miehe to inquire.

We also offer weekly grief meditations on our website.
Wlusic
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Jubilate Bell Choir - Led by Jessica Wenzel

Rehearsals - Wednesdays 6:30pm (Bell Room)
Chancel Choir - Led by Rob Perkins

Rehearsals - Wednesdays 7:15pm (Sanctuary)

Our Bell and Chancel choirs are always accepting
new participants. Basic music reading skills are
helpful but not required. Contact Pastor Rebecca to
inquire.
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One Roof

Roof Repair Campaign

Roof construction is underway so please be cautious of
construction vehicles and materials around the church
building. After some additional fees were added due to
inconsistencies on the concrete above the offices, our
total roof cost is now roughly $210,000. We have a
remaining balance of about $31,100 to raise.

Please continue to donate for this important building
expense. Memo your check or cash envelope, or
donate online (facilities project fund).

APRIL 2025

Director of Discipleship
Report

The elementary, junior high and high school youth
will continue their current studies through May 18th
which is the last day of Sunday School for the
children. There will be no Sunday School on Easter
Sunday. The youth will end their year on May 18th.

Bible Studies

The current adult study by Richard Rohr will end on
Easter and the class will complete the study by Brian
McLaren We Make the Road by Walking through May
18th. On Memorial Day weekend our church services
will begin at 9 AM.

During Lent, a Bible study group is meeting on
Wednesday evenings at 5:15 PM in the BK Smith room
to discuss the study that accompanies the services by
Kate Bowler that are being used by our circuit leaders
currently. This study will end the Wednesday prior to
Maundy Thursday service to be held in the parlor.
There is no book for this study, but copies of the
personal small group study materials are available. We
will be using the online resources by Kate Bowler
during our sessions.

After Easter the Bible study group will continue to
meet on Wednesday evenings at 5:15 PM for another
study by Adam Hamilton entitled Seeing Gray in a
World of Black and White -- thoughts on religion,
morality and politics. I have ordered the study
materials and books for this. They will cost S5 because
they are used books but are in great condition. Ilook
forward to seeing you and participating in another
great class.

I am looking for feedback on whether you would like
to continue to have a Bible study through the summer
months and when the best time would be for you.
Please email me or let me know in church.

Julie Miehe, Director of Discipleship

®

\m?°‘“"a“\

The Messengey

Please submit any articles or news for the May
Messenger to georgia@firstwausau.org by April 23rd .

First Wausau

Wednesday Night Fellowship

April 9th

The schedule is as follows:
5:15pm - Adult Bible Study/Youth Program
6:00pm - Dinner
6:30pm - Handbells Practice
7:15pm - Choir Practice

Main meal is provided by the Mint Cafe. We encourage
you to bring and share a dessert, or give monetary

donations to help with costs.

First Wausau
United Methodist Church

SUNDAY
COMMUNITY
DINNER

This drive-thru meal takes place every Sunday from
4-5pm and will be held on the east side of the building
by the carport doors.

We are still working to fill three (3) Sundays (May 25,
June 22 & August 17) on the 2025 schedule. If you know
of any organizations looking to do some volunteer
work and team building, please have them contact our
church office.

March Host Groups:

® Apr. 6 - First English Lutheran

® Apr. 13 - First Presbyterian

* Apr. 20 - Mount Sinai

® Apr. 27 - St. Stephen’s Lutheran

EARTH DAY
APRIL 22

Our roadside cleanup will
take place a little late this
year on May 18th. Stay
tuned for additional details.

The local chapter of the Citizen's Climate Lobby and
our NAOMI friends invite you to celebrate the 55th
Earth Day in Wausau at Westview Terrace Park at 10
AM on April 26th to plant about twenty fruit trees for
all to enjoy in a city park.

APRIL 2025

HOLY WEEK

Sunday, April 13

8am & 10am - Palm Sunday Worship

Thursday, April 17

7pm—Holy Thursday Service, Parlor

Friday, April 18
7pm—Good Friday Worship
Held and Hosted by Wesley UMC

Sunday, April 20

8am & 10am—Easter Sunday Worship

Thursday,
0‘@ — April 17th
Thursdayd_>— ‘;25 7:00pm
& ’

Join us for “A Service for All the Senses” for our Holy
Thursday worship this year. This service will take place
in our parlor in a roundtable style and is designed to
be a deeply engaging and multi-sensory experience.

We invite you to journey with Jesus through his last
night with this friends, exploring the themes of
strength, submission, love, forgiveness, and gratitude
by engaging all our senses—seeing, hearing, touching,
tasting, and smelling—to connect with the familiar
story of Jesus’ final hours.

RSVPs are strongly encouraged by Mon. April 14th.

Please contact the church office via phone or email to
do so.
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" United
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Our next meeting is April 9th at 1:00 pm in the parlor
(program topic: Springtime Surprises). Call Margaret if
you need arrangement for a ride (715) 297-8531.

Wausau, WI 54403

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTSED

Our Mission:

Our Spring rummage sale takes place April 3-4. Living as a community where

Donated items for the sale can be dropped off in
Fellowship Hall up to the week of the sale. Thank you
everyone who has contributed thus far! All funds will go
towards UWF missions.

God is forming deeply committed
followers of Christ

UPCOMING EVENTS.:

April 12 - Social Action Day via Zoom
wisconsin-reqg.brtapp.com/UWinfaithsocialactionday2025

May 3 - District Spring Retreat at Camp Lake Lucerne

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH-WAUSAU
APRIL WORSHIP

Sunday Worship Times: 8:00am Chapel & 10:00am Sanctuary

SUNDAY, APRIL 6 FRIDAY, APRIL 18 - GOOD FRIDAY
: HOLY COMMUNION Hosted by Wesley UMC - 7:00pm Joint Service
United : . . .
A \L/ 4 Women Loving Wesley UMC will also be providing a 12pm service

Psalm 126; John 12: 1-8
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 - PALM SUNDAY SUNDAY, APRIL 20 - EASTER SUNDAY

‘1i“ in Faith

. . - Believing
Proceeds Will Benefit: ;';angg,l:g_m; Luke 19:28-40 Psalm 118:14-24; John 20:11-18
UWEF Missions Projects
THURS, APRIL 17- HOLY THURSDAY SUNDAY, APRIL 27
“A Service for All the Senses” - 7:00pm Embodied Believing
Matt. 21:18-27; 26:20-30, 36-46; John 13:3-17 Psalm 150; Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

STAFF

Pastor Rebecca Borke rebecca@firstwausau.org

What will you find at Questions?

the sale? Sarah Koss 715-297-4890
slgkoss@aol.com

Director of Comm./Finance Georgia Reynolds georgia@firstwausau.oxg

Director of Discipleship Julie Miehe julie@firstwausau.org

Building Engineer Andy White

Bonnie Goertz 715-716-0051
bgoertz@charter.net 903 Third Street, Wausau, WI 54403
Office Hours: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Monday-Thursday
(715)842-2201

www.firstwausau.org




